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Health and safety 

 

Our induction training for staff and volunteers includes a clear explanation of health and safety 

issues so that all adults are able to adhere to our policy and procedures as they understand their 

shared responsibility for health and safety.   

Records are kept of these induction training sessions and new staff and volunteers are asked to 

sign the records to confirm that they have taken part. 

We operate a no smoking policy. 

Children are made aware of health and safety issues through discussions, planned activities and 

routines. 

Safety of adults and children 

Adults are provided with guidance about the safe storage, movement, lifting and erection of large 

pieces of equipment. 

All warning signs are clear and in appropriate languages. 

Records are kept of all sickness and accidents.   

Our accident record: 

▪ is kept safely and accessibly; 

▪ is reviewed regularly to identify any potential or actual hazards. 

▪ When there is any injury requiring general practitioner or hospital treatment to a child, parent, 

volunteer or visitor or where there is a death of a child or adult on the premises, we make a 

report to the Health and Safety Executive using the format for the Reporting of Injuries, 

Diseases and Dangerous Occurrences and we inform Ofsted. 

We keep a record of all substances that may be hazardous to health - such as cleaning chemicals, 

or gardening chemicals if used. This states what the risks are and what to do if they have contact 

with eyes or skin or are ingested.  

We keep all cleaning chemicals out of reach of children and in their original containers. 

Staff are asked to sign and read the guidance on manual handling annually. 

Hygiene 

Our daily routines encourage the children to learn about personal hygiene. 

We have a daily cleaning routine for the setting. 

We regularly clean resources and equipment, dressing-up clothes and furnishings. 

The toilet area has a high standard of hygiene including hand washing and drying facilities 
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Activities and resources 

Before purchase or loan, equipment and resources are checked to ensure that they are safe for 

the ages and stages of the children currently attending the setting. 

The layout of play equipment allows adults and children to move safely and freely between 

activities.  

All equipment is regularly checked for cleanliness and safety and any dangerous items are 

repaired or discarded. 

All materials, including paint and glue, are non-toxic. 

Sand is clean and suitable for children's play. 

Physical play is constantly supervised. 

Children are taught to handle and store tools safely. 

Children who are sleeping are checked regularly. 

Risk assessments 

It is the responsibility of the setting Managers to provide a safe, secure and healthy environment 

for all staff, children, parents, carers and visitors to our setting. 

The setting recognises that risks cannot be eliminated but we believe everyone has the right to be 

protected as far as is ‘reasonably practicable’. 

We maintain risk assessment forms for all identified risks which are reviewed regularly. 

We have a list of health and safety issues which are checked daily before the session begins. 

Staff are encouraged to value appropriate risk-taking and the importance of a challenging play 

environment. 

A risk assessment may be completed for a child with specific medical needs, severe allergy needs 

or with special education needs if it is felt necessary. This risk assessment will be shared with 

parents/carers.  

All staff are expected to check for hazards and risks indoors and outside at all times and to bring 

to the attention of the manager/s if any identified. 

Accident/Incident records are reviewed regularly and appropriate action taken and recorded. Any 

reoccurring themes are actioned and a risk assessment is carried out as necessary. 

A risk assessment will be completed for any outings taken outside the setting. 

Risk assessments will involve: 

▪ identifying the risk 

▪ assessing the level of risk and who might be affected 

▪ developing an action plan to minimise any hazards or risks identified; 

▪ the risk assessment is written and is reviewed regularly. 


